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Selectmen’s Report. 


To THE TAX-PAYERS OF THE TOWN OF FRANCONIA: 


In submitting the following report of the financial standing 
of the town to the careful consideration and charitable judgment 
of our fellow-citizens, the undersigned desire briefly to call atten- 
tion to the fact that the fiscal year, ending February 15, 1896, has 
been in many respects a most unusual one. 

While it has been our constant endeavor to administer the 
trust committed to our care ina just and equitable manner, we 
have been compelled to labor under serious and unusual difficul- 
ties. For reasons still unexplained our taxpayers voted at the 
last annual meeting to raise but one per centum of the valuation 
to meet all the current expenses of the year. 

The total valuation of the real and personal property of the 
town in April, 1895, was $380,432.00. ‘The tax therefore, on this 
sum at one per cent. would be $3,804.32. 

The total valuation of the property of the town in 1894 was 
$385,386.40, and the rate of taxation then fixed by the voters of 
the town was one and two-fifths per cent. 

The tax thus raised was $5,395.41, a sum greater than the 
tax raised at the last assessment by $1,591.09. 

In the month of April, 1895, the highways of the town were 
injured by a freshet to the extent of not less than $900.00. 

During the year we have constructed two new highways at 
a cost of $531.15. 

The unfortunate accident to Leonard M. Tuttle cost the town 
$82.42. . 

The county tax in 1895 was $80.80 in excess of the tax as- 
sessed in 1894. 

In 1894 a balance was due the town from the state of New 
Hampshire of $85.82. In 1895. a balance was due the state from 
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the town of $173.04, making a balance against the town on this 
item alone, as compared with 1894, of $258.86. 
Bringing these items together, we find an extraordinary bal- 


ance against us in 1895, as compared with 1894, in round num- 
bers, of $3,445.00. 

The present board found in the treasury at the begining 
of the present fiscal year the sum of $1,189.98. Our _predeces- 
sors also found in the treasury, on February 15, 1894, the modest 
little sum of $540.27. ‘Lhe difference of these sums leaves a bal- 
ance in our favor of $649.71. 

Deducting this sum from the amount given above, $3,445.00, 
there still remains against us an ugly balance of $2,795.29, 

Other things, then, being equal, the present board has been 
called upon to meet a deficiency—or an equivalent—as compared 
with last year, of $2,795.29. 

-To meet this extraordinary balance against us, together with 
the ordinary current expenses of the town, we have been obliged 
to practice the most rigid economy compatible, in our judgment, 
with the true interests and dignity of our town. 

After a careful examination of the foregoing facts and figures 
we feel sure that no citizen can entertain surprise that we have 
been compelled to exhaust the treasury balance left us by our pre- 
decessors, increase the public debt, and pass over to our succes- 
sors in office a treasury that is practically empty. 

We are confident rather that each one will consider it a mat- 
ter of the most sincere congratulation that with so great financial 
difficulties to overcome, we have been able to reach the close of 
this fiscal year with comparatively so small an increase of the 
public debt. 

Below we give the figures to which we invite careful attention. 


Financial Statement. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance, cash on hand, Feb. 15, 1895 $1,189 98 
Grafton county pauper claims of 1894 73 88 
H. P. Godard, note given 150 00 
Lucy Godard, ‘ ri 300 00 
Emma J. Cheney, “ ‘i 50 00 
State of New Hampshire, railroad tax 126 67 
a i sh Savings bank tax 483 29 
EAR) Mab fi literary fund 42 00 
Licenses on dogs 44 OO 
W. J. B. Stanley, rental 3 00 
Joel Spooner, tax of 1894 432 86 
3 i: Aaa AT eG 720 85 
De PDGlOVer thine vena 2,928 00 
EXPENDITURES. 

State tax $825 00 
County tax 888 80 


WATER TROUGHS. 


C. A. Watson 
Alvin Grimes 
H. W. Noyes 
Henry Whipple 
W. S. Spooner 


$5 


me NH RF WN 


83 
50 
00 
50 
590 


$6,544 53 


$1,713 80 
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Poti: Glover 300 
HG. Harns 2 50 
O. G. Crane 2 00 
5. J. Pease 3 00 
Bowles Brothers 2 00 
SCHOOLS. 
W. F. Parker, text books and supplies $145 88 
©. Parker, treasurer school board 660 oo 
LIGHTINGS STREETS. 
W. F. Parker, material Si or25 
Benjamin S. Judd, setting posts tapas 
Globe Gas Light Co., new lamps and extras 46 27 
C. Huntoon, freight 2 75 
C. Huntoon, oil and labor 249 44 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Ss 


Bt (SS Lest SP IS a ASS ety ea ge aw Ga ey fos\ 
mn 
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George H. Burt, _ police officer 

F. A. Gleason, iS 4 

L. M. Aldrich, police officer and expenses 
C. H. Peabody, police officer and expenses 
George H. Burt, town clerk 

J. A. Morris, member Board of Health 

O. Parker, treasurer 

I. H. Glover, game warden ’94 

C. A. Peabody, game warden 

C. A. Peabody, overseer of the poor 

W. F. Parker, moderator 

W. F. Parker, auditor 

W. J. Young, supervisor 

H. H. Clark, supervisor in November, ’94 
H. H. Clark, supervisor in March, ’95 


N 


tol 


$25 83 


$805 88 


$308 46 
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H. H. Clark, member Board of Health 

C. E. Whipple, member school board in ’94 
C. Kk. Whipple, member school board in ’95 
H. H. Clark, member school board in ’94 
H. H. Clark, member school board in ’95 
lL. M. Aldrich, truant officer 

I. H. Glover, collector 

George H. Burt, dog constable 

H. H. Clark, first selectman 

W.B. Chase, second selectman 

Ik. P. Whitney, third selectman 


REPAIRS ON HIGHWAYS. 


Harry Bickford 
Ki, Bean 
Cok Oriss 
Frank Clark 

J RoStreeter 
Otis Brooks 
Frank Locke 

W. L. Tillotson 
Walkisoureeter 
Herbert Eastman 
kK. V. Powers 
Joe Delange 
Henry Harriman 
K. B. Aldrich 

. C. Howland 

. H. Sanborn 
K. W. Brooks 

H. P. Godard 
Thomas Golden 
J HiStreeter 
QO. W. Aldrich 
Will Woods 
Benjamin S. Judd 
Fred Gleason 


i] > 
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00 
Xe) 
OO 
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00 
00 
36 
00 
00 
OO 
00 
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Abraham Labrador 
C, A. Watson 
John Mears 

E. G. Hartis 
WWanyor (eOTCY. 
Edward Comit 
Arthur Streeter 
W. J. Young 
Po. Taylor 

I. M. Aldrich 

SoH orith 

C. E. Harriman 
L. F. Smith 
Dick Munn 

Bert Glines 

IL. E. Bowles 

J. y. Callahan 
Taft & Greenleaf 
F. P. Whitney 
Albert Richardson 
Caleb Huntoon 
Alex Jesseman 
C. E. Whipple 
Pea hase 

J. W. Dudley 
Albert Bowles 

E. F. Grimes 

W. W. Brooks 


F. G. Hatch 
CeCe iidson 
H.C. Aldrich 
W. B. Chase 
yy Cee Crane 

D. K. Priest 
Alvin Grimes 
‘True Sanborn 
Clarence Gould 
(eee OCG 


60 
50 


OO 


go 


OO 
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Henry Whipple 13°75 
E. W. Harriman At 25 
Geo. B. Clough 48 45 
H. E. Spooner 84 87 
Hoye locker | 26 75 
Moses Wells 26 40 
Bowles Brothers 110 75 
W. F. Parker, material furnished 2402 
Stephen Eaton’s estate, shavings 10 00 
E. W. Brooks, snowing bridge Be 
J. R. Grimes 2 70 


C. F. Edson, services as road agent 


$1,591 70 
387 05 


PAID FOR CONSTRUCTION OF NEW HIGHWAYS. 


For new highway near C. Huntoon’s. 


D.S. Phillips, land damage $100 6O 
A. Plant, labor 271 44 
C. Huntoon, building fence 25 00 
E. B. Aidrich, labor eel 


For new highway near J. Quimby’s. 


James Quimby, land damage $32 21 
C. E. Bowles ib a 20 50 
Hibbard Bowles “ e 20 50 
W. B. Chase, labor 56025 


PAID FOR COUNTY PAUPERS, 


i. B. Aldrich for Mrs. B. Bowles $10 00 
W. F. Parker for Benj. Judd 47 00 


PAID FOR TOWN PAUPERS. 
C. A. Peabody for Mrs. E. Aldrich $7 64 
Grafton County farm for Mrs. E. Aldrich 2425 


OR ro 


$402 69 


$128 46 


$57 00 


534 92 


PAID FOR LUMBER. 


Parker & Brooks $133 0 
D. J. Whitcher 4 


$137 92 


PAID ON ACCOUNT FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


To trustees for purchase of books $150 00 
To D. E. Woodward, services as librarian 530 00 


MISCELLANEOUS BILLS. 


Paid Dr. Morris, reporting births and deaths $ 3 00 
Dr. McGregor ae Se ey 4 50 
Dr. Sanger 2 nf i I 50 
W. F. Parker, stationary 20 
H. H. Clark, blank, blank-books, ex- 

pressage, expenses, etc., IO 03 
H. H. Clark, examination of county re- 

cords in 1894, in suit of J. E. 

Henry & Sons 4 50 
G. H. Burt, recording and _ returning 

marriages, births and deaths 9 60 
H. H. Clark, appropriation for Decora- 

tion day 25 00 


QO. Parker, use of hall : 
W. B. Chase, bounty on hawks 
L. M. Aldrich, repairs 


i) 
Cat et et One 
e) 
‘@) 


J. A. Smalley, blacksmithing 25 
JaRe Streeter, s AS 
J. R. Grimes, labor and material, old 
cemetery g2760 
Henry Spooner, labor, old cemetery 5 00 
Geo. E. Putney, keeping tramps 750 
G. H. Burt, licensing dogs 4 69 


$200 00 


$143 24 
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PAID) ON TACCOUN THOR WL AD TUG Gre 


LL. A. Tuttle, on account of injury sustained $20 00 


Dr. Morris, professional services 15 00 
B. H. Richardson, for board 9 14 
J. W. Remick 38 28 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


John M. Bickford, tax of 1895 $15 00 
Ezra Aldrich aye bad veg 6 00 
Henry Whipple yaaa) ihe 50 
L. M, Aldrich for E. K. Cogswell 3 00 


$82 42 


$24 50 


SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND 
EXPENDITURES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 


ENDING FEBRUARY 1, 1896. 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash on hand, Feb. 15, 1895 $1,189 98 
From County of Grafton, pauper claim 73 88 
For three notes given 500 00 
From State of New Hampshire, railroad tax 126 67 

# ss i “« savings bank tax 483 29 

x re is «literary fund 42 00 
For dog licenses 44 00 
Of W. J. B. Stanley 3 00 
Of Joel Spooner, tax collector TALSSiy I 
Of I. H. Glover, tax collector 2,928 00 


$6,544 53 
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EXPENDITURES. 


For repairs on highways 
Services of road agent 
Lumber 
Two new highways 
Library 
Miscellaneous bills 
County paupers 
Town paupers 
Town officers 
Water troughs 
Schools 
Lighting streets 
Abatement of taxes 
State tax 
County tax 
Indorsement on Joel Spooner’s note 


Total expenditures 
Cash on hand 


LIABILITIES OF THE 


E. Whipple, note and interest 
E. Whipple Aas, ‘ 
Joel Spooner Lee s 
H. W. Noyes tps OH & 
Elmore Whipple “ “ a 
Lydia. Spooner .~ “© -* + 
PV Oid SpOONeT us: cua + 
ELGnty poDOOner ge as “i 
D. Priest 

Emma C. Hildreth 

Lucy Godard 

H. P. Godard 

Emma J. Cheney 


te 
Gy 


$1,591 
337 
137 
531 
200 
225 
CY: 

34 


$6,372 


17k 


67 
86 


TOWN. 


$479 
259 
276 
1,402 
360 
iat 
110 
440 
546 
284 
306 
153 
50 


61 
38 
03 
72 
48 
radi 
14 
59 
20 
Or 
50 
25 
90 


$6,544 53 
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Dow cemetery fund 100 00 
Dr. W. B. Moody, cemetery fund 28 00 


$5,009 58 


ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 


Due from Mrs. H. Knight, note and interest $83 66 


AM a NE” i 39 OI 
Grafton County pauper claim 57 00 
On tax bill of 1893 467 90 
BPM ache bn Core: 64 88 
ihc age ORS 115 34 
From town of Livermore for running 
town line in 1893 19°45 
Interest on same to February 15, 1896 236 
C. F. Edson, road agent AT 29 


From E. G. Harris, unexpected balance 
appropriation for Decoration day 

in 1892 2 80 
H. H. Clark, unexpected balance of 
appropriation for Decoration day 


1895 6 34 

Highway bills for 1892 Oi 

Cash on hand 171 86 

Total assets T0774 

Total debt, February 15, 1896 gloz2uge 
ESI oN 


Franconia, N. H., Feb. 24th, 1896. 

I hereby certify that I have carefully examined the foregoing 
account of the Selectmen and | find all the expenditures properly 
vouched for and the account accurately cast. 

W. F. PARKER, AupiTor. 
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In conclusion we beg to say that while in general our labors 
in the discharge of our official duties have been pleasant indeed, 
yet in certain respects circumstances have seemed to be adverse. 
Our citizens evidently honestly expected that during the fiscal year, 
1895-6, we would be visited by no misfortunes and that slight de- 
mands for money would be made upon us, but the unexpected has 
happened as it usually does. ‘The year has been in many re- 
spects an extraordinary one. 

It is always exceedingly unpleasant for a koard of selectmen 
to be obliged to hire money to meet the legitimate current ex- 


penses of the town. 
The unthinking immediately cry out that the administration 


of affairs has been characterized by great extravagance, and that 
the public debt has been unneccesarily increased. 

The current expenses of the town must be met, and the re- 
sponsibility rests upon the selectmen. 

As will be readily seen our expenses have been, during the 
past year, unusually large. 

The demands upon us from several sources have been im- 
perious, especially has this been the case for money to make re- 
pairs upon cur highways, and we have furnished for labor and 
lumber for this purpose alone, the enormous sum of $2,123.42. 

We are not in the least surprised to find that the impression 
is fast gaining ground in the minds of the men who pay the bills, 
that our highway bills are too heavy, since our roads according to 
reports from all sections of the town are notin prime condition. 

The cffice of road agent is not only the most lucrative one, 
but in many respects the mcst responsible one in the gift of the 
voters of the town, and the best man in the town should always be 
selected for it, with no regard for policical or personal preference. 
Our citizens should exercise much wisdom in their selection ; they 
should vote alike in the interest of the faxpayer and in the interest 


of good roads. 
Estimating the length of the public highways of the town at 


thirty miles, the repairs on these highways cost in 1893-4, ap- 
proximately $58.83 per mile; in 1894-5, $52.83 per mile; and in 
1895-6, $70.78 per mile. The large increase in the expense of 
last year over previous years is undoubtedly explained by the 
freshet of last April. 
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Our citizens are generous and public spirited and would not 
complain of the expense if they could be made to believe that 
they are getting an equivalent for their money. 

Our roads are so situated that if they could be kept in good 
condition they would be charming drives for our summer visitors. 

The many delightful building sites in our town would be 
sought out and utilized; the value of all our real estate would 
thereby be advanced and our farmers would in every sense be the 
gainers. 

We urge our fellow citizens to act wisely in this matter. We 
beg to make the following suggestions : 

ist That at least 1.5 per cent. of the valuation be raised 
to repair highways and bridges and to meet the current expenses 
of the town for the ensuing year. 

2d. ‘That the sum of $25 be appropriated for the observance 
of Decoration Day. 

3d. ‘Lhat $150 be appropriated for the purchase of books 
for the Public Library and $50 for the services the libearian. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted, 


HENRY H. CLARK, ) SELECTMEN 
W. B. CHASE, - OF 
F. F. WHITNEY, _ ) FRanconr.a. 


Franconia, N. H., Feb. 24, 1896. 


As heretofore two schools of thirty-five weeks each have been 
maintained in the academy building. ‘The teachers have brought 
to their work more than ordinary ability and culture, a good de- 
gree of enthusiasm, and creditable results have followed. Sixty 
different pupils have received instruction in these schools. Gen- 
erally the attendance has been good, and comparatively few in- 
stances of tardiness are recorded. 

The parents have not shown that degree of personal interest 
in the schools that would seem to us commendable. If we ex- 
cept the name of the principal of the academy, the name of a 
father of a child in these schools does not appear in the list of 
visitors during the entire year. A few of the mothers—not all— 
have manifested their interest by visiting the schools. But where 
were the fathers? Have not they an equal interest in the de- 
velopment of their children? Could they not spare one hour 
from their labors during the entire year, in which to encourage 
both pupil and teacher by their interest and kindly presence in 
the school room ? 

The teachers have wrought faithfully and well; the children 
have wrought equally well, but the parents have been derelict. 

Every school is made up of three elements,—the parents, the 
scholars, and the teacher, in the order named. 

Now remove the helpfulness, the sympathy, the encourage- 
ment of the parent, and the efficiency of the school is very ma- 
terially impared. 

Every parent is under a moral obligation to sustain the 
school, to visit it frequently, to keep in close accord with the 
teacher, to counsel and advise with her, and always to manifest an 
interest in the welfare of his children. 


TEXT BOOKS. 

During the yearit has been the privilege and pleasure of the 
School Board to introduce into our schools some of the most mod- 
ern and approved text-books in the market. For the Lippincott’s 
Readers, which we have used many years, we have introduced the 
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Normal Readers, with their alternates. | For Butler’s Geography, 
which has long been adjudged too voluminous and a little too cum- 
bersome to be of the highest usefulness to our scholars, we have 
introduced Frye’s series, fresh from the hands of the publishers, 
and therefore incorporating all the improvements and discoveries 
that have recently enriched the science. We call attention to this 
book as truly a most beautiful work, both in its plan and execution, 
We have also introduced the Normal Spellers and Walsh’s 
Arithmetic. 

We donot deem it necessary to enter into a discussion of the 
superior merits of the text-books introduced over those displaced, 
but simply desire to say in justification, that the members of your 
school board have, as they believe, the true interests of the chil- 
dren at heart and most sincerely desire to encourage and promote 
them. 

The books displaced are not, in the highest sense, truly 
modern; our children have become tired of them. It is “the 
new broom that sweeps clean.’”’ The books introduced are the 
newest and freshest of their kind in the market; they are written 
by practical and successful teachers and therefore embody the 
result of the freshest thought, the richest expression, and the 
most modern developement in the art of teaching. 


“The world moves” is but another way of saying that true 
progress and development are being made on all lines of thought 
and energy 


What was good enough for the man _ twenty-five years ago is 
not good enough for his child today. [f he had the best within 
his reach then, in simple justice let him demand for his chi'd the 
best and the latest that can possibly be obtained today, and let 
him be satisfied with nothing less than the best. 


In no line perhaps, has there been more marked advance- 
ment ; nowhere has there been a richer display of creative thought 
in the last two decades than in the production of text-books for 
the common school, and nowhere has the result been more cred- 
itable. 

The two great tests of a successful text-book are that it shall 
be a true exponent of the science presented by it, anl that it 
shall be teachable, Ajiter careful deliberation we have selected, as 
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we believe, the text-books that answer both of these tests in a re- 
markable degree, and we congratulate our citizens on the most ex- 
cellent aids now in the hands of their children. 

The boys and girls of Franconia are just as bright and worthy, 
just as promising and ambitious as are those of any other town. 
The parents of these children have just as good reason to expect 
that their sons and daughters will yet occupy exalted positions of 
honor, trust and usefulness in the church and state, just as good 
reason to expect that they will yet be proud of them for their own 
merit and achievements, as have the parents in any other locality 
in our state or nation. 

It is but fair then, and especially is it due our children, that 
they shall be supplied with the brightest, freshest and most helpful 
appliances that can be procured. 

We feel very sure that the comparatively small additional ex- 
penditure thereby incurred will not be weighed for a moment, by 
any one, against the largely increased advantages insured to our 
boys and girls who are soon to take our places on the stage of 
action, 


THE FREE TEXT-BOOK LAW. 


Before the free text-book law was passed there was more or 
less complaint by the poorer classes of the expense incurred in 
providing text-books for their children. The great multiplicity of 
text-books was particularly declaimed against. Frequently a par- 
ent has been heard to say, ‘When I was at school one text-book on 
a subject was deemed quite sufficient. I studied but one Arithmetic 
and one Grammar and [have these books at home now in as good 
condition as they ever were,but in these days of ‘new fangled notions’ 
a multiplicity of text-books is required. What was good enough 
for me is good enough for my children.” 

Out of this complaint, carrying with it some sense of injus- 
tice, has grown the free text-book law as it stands on our statute 
book today. The burden of expense is now lifted from the poor 
man as an individual and is met out of the public funds of the 
town. Now it is our boast that the child of poorer parents is just 
as liberally supplied with every necessary aid and appliance for 
the successful prosecution of school work as are the children of 
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the wealthy. So far the law is most excellent in its workings. It 
has been on trial so long that its evil effects are also plainly evi- 
dent. 


If the scholar of two or three decades ago could use a single 
text-book during his entire course and today is able to produce 
the book uninjured, one of two inferences must be drawn ; either 
he did not study the book with the same “degree of hard earnest- 
ness” that characterizes the boy and girl of today, or, if he did so 
use it, he took most excellent care of it. Since in his own esti- 
mation, at least, he can “‘outfigure”’ the boys of today, let us grant 
him the advantage of the second inference and seek just here the 
weak feature of this Jaw. Its working engenders a spirit of de- 
structive wastefulness wholly incompatible with the spirit of true 
economy that every parent, rich or poor, should cultivate in the 
minds of his children with the most earnest and faithful sedulity. 


It seems to us after a careful study of the workings of this 
law that it is educationally bad, positively injurious ; that the small 
sum of money saved to the parent is many times over balanced by 
the formation in the mind of the child of habits of indifference 
to the value of property, of wastefulness and destructiveness that 
in adult age can not be confined to the treatment of books, but 
will of necessity leaven the whole economy of life. 


We frankly admit that the parent could by wise instruction 
come to the aid of this law and make it in every sense a success, 
but the fact is the parent does not and will not do this. 


It has been remarked that the deleterious effects of this law 
are clearly manifested in the injury to the books of the public li- 
brary. Instances have been brought to our notice of books that 
ought, with good usage, to be in good condition after a service of 
ten years, but are in prime condition for the binder after a service 
of less than a year. We do not go far astray we think in tracing 
this evil directly to the free text-book law. 


It is frequently said in extenuation that the teacher ought 
to be responsible for the treatment of the books while in the 
hands of the children. ‘This is true only in part. The teachers 
can in this respect, at least, only supplement instruction that has 
been sedulously inculcated in the home, Let our parents look 
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carefully into the workings of this law in the minds and _ habits of 
their children and by timely and wise instruction so nullify its 
evil effects that it shall be in every sense beneficial. 


All of which is very respectfully submitted, 


HENRY H. CLARK, ) SCHOOL BoaRD 
Gi W ETP Bane - OF 
rei oO) W J ies \ FRANCONIA. 


Franconia, N. H., Feb. 24, 1896. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY TRUSTEES. 


‘The one possession of our people in which every one appears 
to take an honest and commendable pride is our Public Library. 

Centrally located, under the efficient management of Miss 
Daisy E. Woodward, it has been asource of increasing pleasure 
and profit to all our people. 

With a generosity alike creditable and praiseworthy, our tax- 
payers, at the last annual meeting, again appropriated the sum of 
$150.00 to be expended for books, and $50.00 for the services of 
the Librarian. 


We have received as follows: 


By vote of the town $150 00 
Balance in treasury att 
In fines | 9 90 
By sale of cards I 00 
In gifts, Miss Apthorp [0 00 

‘Rev. Mr. Kitcher I OO 


A total available sum in the hands of 
the trustees of $178 o1 
Of this sum we have expended as follows : 
For books $174 74 
For stationery, oil, freight and other inci- 
dentals 2 06 


A total expenditure of $174 80 


We have now a balance in the treasury of I 21 


An equivalent of 2,236 books have been read during the year, 
a gain of 418 volumes over last year, a very creditable showing, 
indeed, for our people. 

Of the books read during the past year 90 per cent. have 
been works of fiction. 

The trustees have been fortunate in securing an excellent re- 
print of the Encyclopaedia Britannica,—24 volumes and index, 
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in a neat case, for the extremely reasonable sum of $50.00. Here- 
tofore we have had no standard works of reference, now we have 
the best. 5 

Few families, if any, in our town would think themselves able 
to own this valuable work. | 

Now its use, under the direction of the Librarian, is free to 
every citizen of our town and even to “the stranger within our 
gates.” 

In addition to these 25 volumes, the trustees have been able 
to place upon our shelves 157 volumes of choice reading adapted, 
as we think, to all classes of readers, to every age, to every grade 
and character of mind. 

We have also received by the courtesy of the Hon. J. 
H. Gallanger and the Hon. H. M. Baker five volumes which we 
desire thankfully to acknowledge. 

With the additions made during the past year, we have now 
on our shelves 1,092 volumes, a most creditable and enduring 
monument, not alone of the noble generosity, but of the wisdom, 
sagacity and excellent judgment of our fellow citizens who carry 
the burdens and pay the taxes. 

The trustees have exercised more than usual care in making 
the selection of books, desiring not only to place upon our 
shelves books of high moral character, the influence of 
which shall always be uplifting, inspiring and helpful to every 
reader, but also, so far as possible, to defer to every preference 
and gratify every reasonable desire. 

‘To what extent our efforts have been successful we point with 
ng small degree of satisfaction to the increasing desire of our 
young people to read the better class of books and to the very 
generous patronage of the Library by all classes of people. 

In conclusion we beg to suggest that $150.00 be appro- 
priated for the purchase of books and $50.00 for the services of 
the Librarian. 

We also beg to suggest that steps be taken to have the 
Library, including the books and furniture, insured against loss by 
fire. 

All of which is very respectfully sub mitted. 


HENRY H. CLARK,  ) qupcteve 
WILBUR F. PARKER, } Ke 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 


CEMETERY. 


RECEIPTS. 


Received of Mrs. Warren Smith 
Mrs. J. R. Cogswell 


C. A. Watson a 

Adelbert Jesseman 4 

Mrs. Levi Streeter as 
DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid George B. Clough, labor 
D. K. Priest, 
W. W. Corey, i 
Dow Academy, lumber 
H. W. Noyes, labor 


Balance in hands of Superintendent 


LIST OF AMOUNTS DUE FOR 


UNPAID. 


David Dexter 
C. H. Locke 

G. A. Quimby 
Henry Harriman 
J. W. Beane 

G. F. Smith 


for lot 


S10 


OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
00 


50 


THE 


$50 00 


$50 00 


LOTS SOLD AND 


50 
00 
00 
00 
Xe) 
00 


B. J. Judd 10 00 


J. C. Bostwick 10 00 
A. Jesseman 10 00 
C. Jesseman 10 00 
H. Aldrich 10 00 
Mrs. H. Knight 10 00 
G. H. Burt 10 00 


$122 50 


H. W. NOYES, SuPeRINTENDENT. 
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